Chicagoland GA Intergroup

New Representative Information
(Revised 09/05/2011)

Intergroup is a service structure of Gamblers Anonymous that is composed of elected and/or selected representatives from Gamblers Anonymous groups in the same geographical area.  An Intergroup meets on a regularly scheduled basis (usually once a month) to discuss mutual problems and ideas.  This enables area groups to resolve problems and function better as well as keeping lines of communication open between the groups.  Intergroup usually selects members to form various committees and sub-committees that will serve the needs of the area in carrying the message of Gamblers Anonymous.  Some of the functions of an Intergroup include public relations, pressure-relief meeting assistance, telephone-answering service, open meetings, sponsorships, etc.  The work of Intergroup is guided by the Gamblers Anonymous Recovery and Unity Steps within the framework of the Gamblers Anonymous program.  Intergroup is responsible to those it serves and one vital function of it is to reduce the need for lengthy and frequent business meetings at the individual group-level. ~GA - A New Beginning (Red Book)
Chicagoland GA Intergroup Representative Responsibilities:
· In order for each GA Meeting room to be represented, have a vote and know what is happening within Chicagoland GA, each meeting can send a representative to the monthly Intergroup Meeting.
The meetings are held the second Monday of each month at 7:30 PM at:

Elmhurst Hospital – Berteau Campus
200 Berteau Ave.

Elmhurst, IL

Dining Room Extension (use staff entrance, push intercom button if door is locked)

**No smoking permitted on hospital property
Note: If you are unable to attend, please notify your GA meeting Intergroup alternate so your room will be represented.

· CONTRIBUTIONS — Contributions to Chicagoland GA and ISO should be turned in at Intergroup at the Treasurers table.  Please bring your money in the form of a check.  We try to limit the amount of cash given to our Treasurers.  You may use one check for GA, ISO and supplies by showing the breakdown of the amounts for each on the comment line.
(Example: GA $30/ISO $30/Sup $10).
· PINNINGS — Your room pinning dates must be submitted to the Pinning Chairperson at least one day PRIOR to the Intergroup Meeting.  You can do this by emailing or calling your request in to the chairperson.  The Pinning Chairperson will bring the list to the Intergroup Meeting for approval.  This is done in order to avoid pinnings being scheduled on the same dates in different meeting locations.  You will be asked if your member requesting a pinning has met all requirements to qualify—attended at least 39 meetings in the year prior.
· MEETING ROOM RENT — If your meeting room is required to pay rent, please pay it directly to the facility. Checks will not be distributed by Intergroup for rent. If for some reason your meeting room is unable to meet their rent obligation, please notify Intergroup during the Treasurer Report for guidance and a subsidy may be available.
· SUPPLIES — Order and pick up supplies needed at the Supply Table by using the order form available from the supply reps, at the www.gachicago.org website (under Intergroup/Business), or at the back of the ISO Bulletin.  The order form may be emailed to the Supply Chairperson or brought to the next Intergroup meeting.  Supplies will be available at the next Intergroup Meeting.  PLAN AHEAD.  Anniversary Pins for room pinnings should be ordered in advance of the pinning.  A limited number of pins are available should a pin be required sooner then the next Intergroup Meeting.  (**Note—The cost of the anniversary pin will be covered by the Chicagoland Intergroup) Each room should be self-supporting through their contributions to Chicagoland GA for their supplies.  The supply dollar amount should be included in the GA/ISO contribution check by listing the total supply amount on the comment line with the GA/ISO amounts.  Supplies may be ordered directly from ISO.  However, in doing so, your room will incur shipping charges for the supplies to be delivered.  Supplies ordered through Intergroup will not incur a shipping charge for your room.
· ANNIVERSARY REPORTING — Turn in member anniversary names and dates to the Anniversary Chairperson for inclusion in the ISO monthly Bulletin.  Names and dates should be turned in on the designated form only to the Anniversary Chairperson.
· VOTING — For normal Intergroup business, each member in attendance casts one (1) vote.  For elections of Intergroup Chairperson(s), Treasurer(s), Board of Regents and Trustees, each Chicagoland GA room/meeting will have (1) one vote, by either in person vote or by signed proxy. If an Intergroup Rep represents more then one room, they may represent EACH room with (1) one vote.
· ELECTIONS — Positions are filled by active GA members.  You DO NOT have to be an Intergroup Rep to hold positions!  A person needs to be present at Intergroup OR have a letter of acceptance to be nominated for office.  
· REPORTING TO YOUR ROOM — The information you received at the Intergroup Meeting should be taken back to your room: voting results, issues brought forward, volunteers needed for functions, up-and-coming events, pinnings, etc.  The meeting minutes should be available on the website (www.gachicago.org) within one week after the meeting.  A copy of the minutes should be taken to your room or inform your members of their availability on the website.

· INTERGROUP BUDGET — A committee will develop the Intergroup budget annually for the Intergroup Reps to approve in November of each year for the following year.

· ELECTIONS — The Chicagoland GA Intergroup election schedule is as follows:

LOCAL ROOM ELECTIONS

Elections -- Scheduled by and held in your local GA room
Term Length -- Determined by the local GA room

TRUSTEE ELECTIONS 
Four (4) Trustees
Term -- Two years

Nominations –Month of April in even number years

Election—Held at the next Intergroup Meeting (May)

Term Begins – July 1 in even number years

INTERGROUP CHAIRPERSON
Term – One Year

Nominations – November of each year

Election – December

Term Begins – January
Runner up candidates are designated as First Chair and Second Chair 
INTERGROUP SECRETARY AND ALTERNATE

Term – One Year

Nomination – November of each year 
Election – December 
Term Begins -- January

INTERGROUP TREASURERS (2)

One elected in even numbered year and one elected in odd numbered year
Term – Two Years
Nominations – November
Election –December
Term Begins—January 
INTERGROUP COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Term – One Year

Nomination and Election – December
Term Begins – January 

· ISSUES BROUGHT TO INTERGROUP – Intergroup conducts business by using Roberts Rules of Order.  Bring your room issues and concerns to the Intergroup meeting and present them during the appropriate report (i.e. New meeting information should be discussed during the Meeting Committee report).  Motions that would change policy should be submitted to the Intergroup Chairperson on the “Intergroup Motion Form” (attached).  
Thank you for serving your room and Intergroup.  If you have questions, please feel free to bring them 
forward.
INTERGROUP MOTION FORM

Date: _____________________________________________________________________

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Motion Subject: ___________________________________________________________

Check One:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Motion Passed
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Motion Failed

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Motion Tabled
Motion:
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