Chicago Intergroup Meeting Minutes


February 19, 2003


CHICAGOLAND G.A. INTERGROUP

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY MEETING

February 19, 2003

Chairman: Steve S.

Secretary: Tom D. #2

Meeting called to order at 7:33 PM

Readings:


One Day at a Time – Sandie M.


Unity Program – Max W.


Unity Program Step 1 – Scott D.

Excused Absences:

Rose M., Meg L., Dan B., Frank K.

Old Business:
The minutes from the January meeting were reviewed.  Motion to accept with no changes.  Motion passed.

Steve S. Discussion:

Only Intergroup reps can vote or make motions.  Last month a non-Intergroup rep. made motions that were passed.  So, we need motion to ratify actions from last month.

Motion to ratify all actions from last month.  No discussion.  Motion passed.
New Intergroup members – Information from IG is not being passed out.  Be sure to do so.  Also, need to understand that attendance is important.  We have been operating under a guideline of allowing 3 excused absences.  If you have more than that, you should step down.

We need to conduct an audit of our finances.  This should occur between Jan. and Feb. but it did not occur this year.  Scott N. and Sandie M. to conduct the audit and report back in March.

Steve S. was not able to bring in the financial review of last year.

New Business:

Scott D. – At the trustees meeting, there is a time limit for discussion of each topic.  We spend a lot of time talking about things for extended periods of time.  The time limit is 15 minutes at national level and can only be extended if voted on by the group.

Motion – Change CIG to a 10-minute time limit for all discussions.  Can extend the time limit if so voted by group majority.


Amendment proposed for 15 minutes.  Scott declined amendment.


Arnie – Don’t have time to take 15 minutes – 10 minutes is enough.


Cindy – who is timekeeper? – The CIG chairperson will keep track of time.


Dave M – Asked if we have a set time to be out of the CIG meeting room

Alan S. – 10:00 PM is the reservation time


Jeff – agrees to 10 minutes.  Can extend if important.


Motion passed

Jerry G.


Election of chairpersons at the last meeting – some were criticized.  Need to be more judicious about comments we make because some feelings were hurt.  Keep comments to selves.

Kathy H.


The following pinnings are brought to the groups attention for approval:

	Date
	Day
	Location
	Time
	Person
	Years

	2/24
	Monday
	Joliet
	7:30 PM
	Cindy F.
	5 years GA

	2/26
	Wednesday
	Springfield
	7:00 PM
	Jim K.
	1 year GA

	2/27
	Thursday
	Mayfair
	7:30 PM
	Mike H.
	1 year GA

	3/3
	Monday
	Highland, IN
	7:00 PM
	Darrell W.

Sue M.

Bill E.
	1 year GA

1 year GA

1 year GA

	3/9
	Sunday
	St. Francis
	7:00 PM
	Frank P.

Jude C.
	1 year GA

1 year GA

	3/10
	Monday
	Arlington Hts.
	7:00 PM
	Gary F.

Geno P.
	1 year GA

1 year GA

	3/18
	Tuesday
	Romeoville
	7:00PM
	Jim D.
	1 year GA

	3/24
	Monday
	Joliet
	7:30 PM
	Jenny S.
	1 year GA

	3/27
	Thursday
	Oak Lawn
	8:00 PM
	Tom J.

Rich W.

Lakesha J.
	1 year GA

1 year GA

1 year GA

	3/29
	Saturday
	Oak Park
	9:00 AM
	Sal R.
	1 year GA

	3/29
	Saturday
	Elmhurst
	8:00 PM
	Ken M.

Angelo P.
	5 years GA

5 years GA

	3/30
	Sunday
	Chicago Hts.
	6:00 PM
	Laura N.

Lillian B.

Barb J.
	1 year GA

5 years GA

5 years GA

	4/4
	Friday
	Spring Conference
	7:00 PM
	Jake P.

Clara P.

Matt L.
	35 years GA

35 years Gamanon

10 year celebration

	4/24
	Thursday
	Oak Lawn
	8:00 PM
	Frank M.

Elmer S.
	1 year GA

1 year GA


Previously approved pinnings are in gray

Discussion

Bob O. – member called Kathy to have a pinning approved and was denied.  In this case it was for the same day as another pinning but was a morning when the previously scheduled pinning was an evening pinning.  Would this still be OK since there isn’t a time conflict? Yes.


Sam D. – Reminder to be sure and get pins tonight if the pinning is before the next IG meeting.


All pinnings approved

Any new Intergroup reps?

Aurora – Monday - Jim J.

St. Gertrude - Frank V.

Libertyville - Barry S.

Bolingbrook - Christine B. and Tom D.#1

Lutheran General - Bill C.

Elgin – Sandra B. and Clyde B.

Joiliet - Friday – Tom L.
Committee Reports

Pressure Relief


Wayne B. reported the following Pressure Relief meetings for last month – Arlington Heights – 2; Bloomingdale – 1; Elgin - 2; Elmhurst – 4; Lisle – 1 Joliet – 2 for a total of 12 – all were financial.


Motion to accept the Pressure Relief report – Report accepted.
Public Relations
Tom M – We received 2 requests for speakers – Catholic Charities and The Salvation Army – for discussion of Gambling in April.  Also, there were 2 requests for meeting lists.  We are still looking for volunteers willing to speak at events like these.

Motion to accept the Public Relations report

Discussion

What are the requirements to speak at events like these?  6 months clean time suggested but not set in stone. 

Alan H – report on his talk at Catholic Charities – addicts and relatives – 1.5 hours on gambling or other addictions.  Overall good experience for the attendees as well as for Alan.

Report accepted

Board of Regents

Arnie B. – not much going on now, just verifying finances.  Coming up in May is the election at the Toronto meeting.  18 candidates will be chosen from about 30 nominees.  Ballots will be coming out.  They allow for a maximum of 2 Trustees from outside of California – Arnie B and Dave M from here have been members of the Board of Regents.  There are a total of 9 members on the Board of Regents and the Trustees vote on it.

Motion to accept the Board of Regents report.  No discussion. Report accepted.
Supplies

Sam D. reported he spent $261.74 last month and collected $172 this evening.

Spring Conference – Should we order extra medallions?

Steve S. clarified that there is no loss associated with getting things to sell at the Spring Conference – worst case scenario is that we have extra merchandise as part of our regular inventory.

Motion to buy 10 medallions for each year up to 20 years by Sam D.

Discussion:

Alan S. – amend motion to 10 medallions for years 1-10 and 5 for years 11-20.  Amendment accepted by Sam.  

Amended motion passed.

Motion to accept the Supplies report.

Discussion:

Arnie suggested getting a 35-year medallion for the Conference pinning.  Sam reported that it is already done.

Dave M.  - Are supplies charged at ISO costs? Yes.  We only charge for the Red Book, the Blue Book, and the One Day at a Time book.

Report accepted.

Spring Conference

Jim L. – Flyer passed out summarizing the current status of the Spring Conference.  Need reps. to go to rooms and push hard for 45 days and get registration numbers boosted up.  Hospitality and 24 hour therapy room needs volunteers.  Supplies committee also needs help.  Next meeting is 3/9 in Butler room at the Oak Brook Hills Resort at 1:30PM.

Kathy H. - Workshops are now full.  Copies of workshops handed out.  Several of the workshops are about steps.

Bill S. – suggest room reps ask for show of hands on who is going.

Brian B. – Talent show looking good.  Last meeting is 3/5 at 7:00 at The Oak Brook Hills Resort.

Arnie B. – last year room reps worked hard to collect money and get commitments so people could go.  Last year over 300 people had signed up by this time.  This year, only 160 people have registered.  Planning the function is easier if we know sooner how many people are coming.

Scott D.  Flyers are available for the golf outing.  Money must be in by the next Intergroup Meeting.

Alan S.  – Reminder that the cut-off date for reserving rooms at the GA rate is March 4th.  

Motion to accept report.

Discussion:

Tom D2 – For all of these events, like the Spirituality Meeting and the Spring Conference, Intergroup refers to the membership as procrastinators.  The Bolingbrook meeting feels that Intergroup should not be taking peoples inventories.  Deadlines are established for getting money in for these events and yet we complain when it is not in early.  Bolingbrook’s suggestion is to have incentives (lower costs) for getting money in early.

Lance B. – will there be a walk-a-thon at the Spring Conference? – Yes – starting at 7:00 AM (6:45 warm-up) – Chris G. is coordinating this event.

Jim L. – There will be an itinerary out next IG meeting.

Lance B. – Workshop Times?  9:00 AM and 4:00 PM. 4:15 PM for memorial service/meeting.  Lunch will be served at 11:45AM – 1:15PM.

Report accepted.
Internet

Tom S. reported that meetings and pinnings are updated.

Motion to accept the Internet report.

Discussion:

Scott D. – It’s been a long time since we have had events listed on the web page.  What are we doing about getting that part of the website updated?

Tom S. – Still learning how to do it.  

Rene B. – Can we pay someone to do it since we have no volunteers?

Scott D. – Can Tom S. look into hiring a consultant to add stuff to the website?

Tom S. agreed to investigate the cost of a consultant.

Tom L. – Ask room reps to ask members if anyone can help

Meeting list – be sure Grant Park is off.  Tom S. to double check.

Report accepted.
Phone Service

Rene B. – We had 187 calls last month to the hot-line and last month’s bill was $50.20.

Phil S. – Would like to have a phone service member meeting at Spring Conference and pass out some literature.  Also, we need a Spanish speaking person.

Motion to accept the Phone Service report

Discussion:

Kathy H. – When should we have the phone service meeting?

Phil S. – Suggestion to do it during the lunch hour – like 12:45 to 1:15.

Kathy H. will pick a room and let us know next month.

Scott D. – What about having other people attend the meeting to see what the phone service is all about?

Phil S. agreed that having current phone service reps. as well as alternates would be a be a good idea.

Report accepted.

Treasurer

Denise M. reported that we collected $2445 for GA and $1128.50 for ISO this month.  The room collection was $37 for tonight.

Motion for copying reimbursement for three people – Motion passed
Denise M. reminded everyone to try and bring a check or money order.  There was a lot of cash again tonight. 

Scott N. – Presented 2 reports – monthly financials and CIG financial guidelines. 

Scott N. went through the new format for the monthly financial report.  The new format was well-received.  With transactions between 2/1 and 2/19, the checkbook balance is about $9700.  This must be reported.  Scott suggested to make it a verbal report. 

Question about who keeps track of scholarship money.  Scott indicated it is up to event chairperson to keep track of $500 used for scholarships.

Steve S. – suggesting that there is a $500 available for Spring Conference, picnic, holiday party.  All part of guidelines that it be available

Gail B. – new format – can we have half-month report in writing – perhaps on a separate sheet so it is not confusing.  Scott will follow room guidance.

Jim J. – No annual reports.  Seems to think we need to do one if income is over $25,000 for a year, even for non-profit organizations.  Even is we are not paying taxes, he is pretty sure we need to report it.

This has never brought up before

Steve S. reported that the past treasurer’s used their personal SS#, but now we have a Tax ID#.

Motion to accept the report.

Discussion:

Dave M. – motion to roll over the CD’s since they come due before next meeting.

Max W. asked if we need any of the money in the next few months.  The answer was no.

Scott D. asked if we had money for the Trustee’s meeting in Toronto.  The answer was yes.

Rob M. wanted to know if we were going to shop around.  The answer was that rates are pretty much the same everywhere.

Motion passed.

Report accepted.

Sunshine

Barb J. reported that all cards were given out to pinnees.  Please see Barb for cards for any new pinnings.

Motion to accept the Sunshine report.  No discussion.  Report accepted.

Activities

Barb J. reported that flyers will be available at the next CIG Meeting for a bowling outing in June – 2nd Saturday at the Stardust Bowl in Dyer, IN.  We had 60 participants last year.  The cost will be about $10 for 40 frames and dinner (pizza).

Lance B. reported that this year’s Cub outing will be 8/31 vs. Brewers.

Motion to accept the Activities report.  No discussion.  Report accepted.
Trustees

Alan S.  –  Any items that members want to be brought up at the Toronto Meeting should be turned in to Alan S. or any other Trustee by 2/24.

The trustee e-mail addresses are:


Alan S. - Allan1218@aol.com

Scott D. - lastbetss@hotmail.com

Bob O. - nobets999@hotmail.com

Brian B. - bbrost@flash.net
Alan is still going to Milwaukee meetings.  At the Psych. hospital on Dewey, there will be an open meeting on 3/5

Scott D. – 2/25 – going to the Bloomington meeting for a pressure relief seminar and then on to the Springfield pinning

Brian B. – still trying to get to more meetings and collecting information about the meetings.

Bob O. – working on area 8 meeting lists.  Still trying to get the borders understood.  A map will be given at Trustee meeting.  There seems to be a lot of mistakes that need to be straightened out.

Motion to accept the Trustees report.  No discussion.  Report accepted.

Picnic
Dave M. reported that there would be a meeting 1-hour before the next Intergroup Meeting in the hospital cafeteria.  Dave asked for a list of expenses from last year that Denise M. agreed to provide to him.  Dave went on to say that years ago, each group brought something to picnic, which helped keep costs down and get groups involved.

Motion to accept the Picnic report.  No discussion.  Report accepted.
New Meetings
Myra F. reported that the New Meeting Committee attended several meetings in the last month.  Some need help with attendance, including the Friday night Hoffman Estates meeting and the Saturday Aurora Meeting.  Myra also indicated she is planning to go to a Springfield meeting since she will be there on other business.

Motion to accept the New Meeting report.

Discussion:

Friday Hoffman Estates Meeting – Need to decide on whether they will pay for their room insurance.  Since they are not getting much attendance, they may close the meeting instead of paying the insurance bill, which will be $400.

Jerry G. felt it would be OK to close the meeting since others have opened.

Question about who decides whether a meeting closes.  The answer is that the meeting membership makes that decision

Report accepted.
Holiday Party

Rene B. reported that they have not had a meeting yet.

Motion to accept the Holiday Party report.  No discussion.  Report accepted.
Good and Welfare
Son of Willa Rawls founder (Annie M.) died

Jerry G. – needs input by 3/15 for newsletter. E-mail contributions to Jgrace1278@aol.com
Marriage Seminar

Dave M. reported that the Marriage Seminar will be 5/17 at Elmhurst Hospital.  There will be 3 couples - Jerry G, Dave M, Jake P and their spouses.  There is a flyer available.

Meeting adjourned at 9:28 PM.
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