Chicagoland GA Intergroup Meeting Minutes



October 27, 2004


CHICAGOLAND G.A. INTERGROUP

MINUTES OF OCTOBER MEETING

October 27, 2004
Chairman: Allen H. for Steve S.
Secretary: Tom D. #2
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM

Readings:


Unity Program – Diane P.
Unity Program Step 10 – Lillian B.
One Day at a Time – Gary B.
Excused Absences:


Steve S., Jerry G., Barb J., Mike L., Heidi M., Jeff T., Mark T., Christine K., Jerry S., Bob K., Jim J., Alan S.
Review of the minutes from the September Meeting

Motion to accept the minutes - Motion passed.
Announcements:
· Jerry G. resigned as second chair due to illness
Old Business:
· Certificate of Deposit analysis from Jim M.
While we might make a few extra dollars by having a CD, the gains would be offset by the costs of having a Safe Deposit Box to hold the CD.  The Safe Deposit box is a requirement in our By-Laws.  In addition, we would have to have three names other than the Treasurers on the CD (also a By-Law requirement), which would be cumbersome.  The bottom line is that for the amount of gain, it is not worth the effort.  So the recommendation is to maintain our savings in the checking account

New Business:
· Allen H. has become first chair since Jerry G. resigned.  We need a volunteer to step up and be second chair for the remainder of the year.  Gary B. volunteered for the position.

New Pinnings – Kathy H. (new pinnings are in bold)
	Date
	Day
	Location
	Time
	Person
	Years

	11/6
	Saturday
	Oak Park
	9:30 AM
	Gino G.
	1 year GA

	11/19
	Friday
	Dyer, IN
	7:00 PM
	Tom K.
	1 year GA

	12/10
	Friday
	Willa Rawls
	6:30 PM
	Virginia P.
	1 year GA

	12/13
	Monday
	Joliet
	Special Start
7:00 PM
	Tom L.
	10 years GA

	12/19
	Sunday
	Chicago Hts.
	6:00 PM
	Bruce W.
	1 year GA

	12/22
	Wednesday
	Park Ridge
	7:30 PM
	Patty B.
	5 years GA


All pinnings approved

· We need to know which meetings are open and closed for Thanksgiving and Christmas and New Years holidays at the November Intergroup Meeting
· We will need nominations for Treasurer and Intergroup Chairperson at the November Meeting so we can have the election at the December Meeting.
· There is a 60 day rule for scholarships, i.e, that you are only eligible for a scholarship if you have less than 60 days clean in the program.
Motion to amend the scholarship guideline to read “90 days, with exceptions”.

Scott D. pointed out that we have a Scholarship Chairperson to handle exceptions

Discussion

Rene B. indicated that she is not aware of anyone that was turned down for a scholarship except for a member who has abused the system.  Her feeling is that we already allow for exceptions.

Who determines what qualifies as an exception?  It is the responsibility of the Event Chairperson with feedback from the Intergroup Representative for that person’s meeting to determine if there is a financial need.
Scott D. read from a 2002 Intergroup decision that says to be eligible for a scholarship you have to have 60 days or less and be in financial need.

Is there a specific time frame we have to wait to change an Intergroup decision?  No.

If it is a rule, then it is a rule and if we want to change it we can by motion.

Motion to extend the discussion - Motion failed

Motion passed.
· New Intergroup Representatives – Chris F. – St. Francis, Jeanine P. – Michael Reese, Betty P. – Michael J., Marvin J., Oak Lawn

· Motion to change the guideline for being eligible for the phone service from 180 days to 90 days
Discussion

The phone service is the lifeline of getting people to meetings and really should be handled by people with enough clean time to really help

The 90 day criterion fits with many other time aspects of the program.  The important aspect is to have someone available to answer the phone.

As long as we have some senior members available to contact, a newer phone service member can refer the caller to them if they cannot answer the question the caller has.

If the with having 180 days as the guideline is not having enough people, then we should go back to our meetings and encourage more senior members to help out

Following the program as it is written works and the Red and Blue Books clearly outline that after 90 days people are eligible for 12th step work, which is a category the phone service falls into.
Several members voiced the opinion that 90 days just isn’t long enough to handle such critical 12th Step work.

Motion defeated

Committee Reports

Pressure Relief – Gary B.

There were 7 financial pressure relief meetings – St. Mary’s – 2, Norridge – 1, Elgin – 3, Romeoville – 1

Motion to accept the Pressure Relief report - Motion passed.
Public Relations – Gayle B.



Gayle asked for completed volunteer forms – there were none.

We received a call from a Northwestern Grad Student to do an interview about gambling on Channel 20.  We recruited Bill B. to do the interview – it ran on 10/20.

Blue Cross/Blue Shield requested an interview for an information letter about gambling for their elderly members.  Gayle handled this one.


The student assistance coordinator from University of Chicago called due to issues with poker in the schools.  Gayle is gathering information for them.


Reformers Unanimous called looking for meeting information.  They have a group with people with many addictions – Gayle provided GA meeting information.

Motion to accept the Public Relations report
Discussion

Do we need to report the Blue Cross/Blue Shield request to ISO – no

Remember that if you do any kind of interview, you must maintain your anonymity.  Also, we do not speak for Gambler’s Anonymous.  The key is to not equate your full name/identity with Gambler’s Anonymous.

Report accepted
Supplies – Jim M. and Sam D.
We spent $879.99 in supplies, and we took in $145 at tonight’s meeting.
Motion to accept the Supplies report
Discussion
We need supplies for the Fernwood Healthcare Facility, which is a non-supporting meeting; do we need to pay for their own supplies?  Scott D. noted that the prison meeting is non-supporting and we give them literature.
Motion to give 15 Combo books to the Fernwood Meeting - Motion passed

Report accepted.

2005 Spring Conference – Gary B.

There was a meeting on 10/24 with 21 attendees.  The theme will be “On the right track”.

The next meeting is Sunday, December 21st.


The only chair that is open is Hospitality.


There is a flyer available summarizing the committees and the chairpersons.


There will be brochures for the Conference available at the November Intergroup Meeting

Motion to accept the 2005 Spring Conference Committee Report – Motion passed
Internet – Rene B. reporting for Rick P.
There is a tab when you log on to the web site that says “meeting changes”.  Have your meeting secretary to log on and send the changes using this tab.
Chicago Hts. reported that they are still getting Gamanons at their meeting.  Rene will verify that the meeting list is updated to say Chicago Hts. is GA only.

Gary B. reported that when he tried to print out the Holiday Party brochure and ended up getting sent to a gambling website.


Some people indicated they can get on the website from some computers but not others.


The Intergroup listing on the website refers to “Intergroup Officers”.  Should it be changed to “Trusted Servants”.

Motion to accept the Internet Committee report - Report accepted.
Phone Service – Phil S. and Rene B.


The phone bill was $48.97 and there were 169 calls.

There are no current openings.



Motion to accept the Phone Service report - Report accepted.
Treasurer – Gail B. and Jim M.
The collections were $2593 for GA, $1031 for ISO, and $43 for the room.

Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report - Report accepted

Sunshine – Linda D. 

Cards are available.
Motion to accept the Sunshine report - Report accepted.

Activities – Lillian B.

No report.
Motion to accept the Activities Report - Report Accepted

Trustees Report – Scott D. reporting for all of the Trustees

There are a lot of outside enterprises that have meeting lists so Scott will call them and make sure they have up to date information


Scott and Bob went to a meeting on the outskirts of our area due to issues with non-GA literature at the meeting.


There was an anonymity issue where a non-GA member went to a GA meeting to see if a GA member was there.  The non-GA attendee was given the information – we cannot do this due to the pledge to keep anonymity.


Scott asked that each meeting do a better job of asking for volunteers for the Public Relations Committee.  He only heard it brought up at one meeting he attended over the last month.


Scott urged the Meeting Representatives to go back and talk up the Spring Conference in order to attract volunteers to help out.


Scott addressed our financial issues by urging the membership to donate one extra dollar per person a month to help with the deficit.  This, combined with better fiscal responsibility surrounding events and other travel expenses should help us close the gap in our spending deficit. 

Motion to accept the Trustees report
Discussion
How do the Trustees decide who attends a pinning?  There was an incident where a member had a pinning and a Trustee did not show up and the member was very disappointed.  The Trustees try very hard to have a back-up plan, but they are human and sometimes circumstances come up.

One member voiced the opinion that we need to do a better job of preventing this from happening.
Please understand that sometimes emergencies come up.

There were suggestions that if an Intergroup Representative is present at a pinning and notices that a Trustee was unable to attend the pinning, that the Intergroup Representative could make a few comments on behalf of Intergroup and Area 8.

Several members expressed gratitude about how many pinnings the Trustees do attend.  They are not obligated to attend pinnings; we as a Fellowship have come to expect it due to the diligence of past Trustees.  One member in particular pointed out that most pinnings are only attended by people associated with that meeting.  Rather than criticizing the attendance of the Trustees at a pinning, perhaps the membership should “get off their butts” and attend a pinning outside their home meetings.

Report accepted.
New Meetings – Tom L.

It is possible that the Saturday meeting in Coal City is no longer in existence.  Tom hopes to have confirmation about this by next month.

Tom indicated we are in a tug of war regarding the prison meeting.  As reported last month, there are new forms that have to be filled out and so far we only have one person officially able to go to the prison meeting.  The problem is that the prison will not provide any other new forms until the ones that have already been issued are returned.  Tom urged anyone who attends the prison meeting to get their forms turned in.  Tom can be contacted if there are any questions.

Reports are that the new Women’s meeting on Monday in Lisle is doing well for its first month of operation.


The Tuesday meeting in Bloomingdale is looking for a volunteer to talk about Step 11 on Tuesday, November 2nd.  Contact Gary B. if interested.


The Monday and Wednesday meetings in North Aurora have a new home.  They will now meet at the following location:


Provena Mercy Hospital


1325 North Highland


Aurora, IL

The Monday group meets in the Buckley room and Wednesday group meets in the McDermott room.  Both rooms are in the basement.  Also, since the new meeting location is in Aurora, the meeting will now be known as the Aurora meeting and not the North Aurora meeting.  The meeting time of 7-9 PM has not changed.

The Friday Night meeting in Joliet will be convening in Meeting Room #1 in the basement of the Hospital church while renovations are done to the area where they usually meet.

Geary M. will be the speaker at the Romeoville meeting on Tuesday, November 30th.


Motion to accept the New Meetings report - Report accepted.
Holiday Party – Rene B.
Money must be turned in by November 24th in order to attend the Holiday party.  That is one week after the November Intergroup meeting.  So far, we have 25 people signed up.

Rene has received $175 in donations that will be used for goody bags for the children attending the party.

Motion to accept the Holiday Party report - Motion passed
Spirituality Conference – Allen H. reporting for Jerry G.


The conference is scheduled for January 22, 2005 and will cost $22 to attend.  Flyers are available.

Motion to accept the Spirituality Conference report – Motion passed

Good and Welfare

Jerry G. is in Gottlieb Hospital recovering from colon cancer surgery.

Bruce W.’s mother passed away on 10/22.  Services will be held on Friday, 10/29 from 11:00 – 12:00 at St. John’s Church located at 165 E. 115th St. in Chicago.


Jack O. had surgery last week and is recovering nicely.


Les I. had surgery last week.

Dominic L.’s mother passed away on 10/21.  Services will be out of town.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20PM with the group joining hands and reciting the Serenity Prayer.
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