Chicagoland GA Intergroup Meeting Minutes

January 21, 2004


CHICAGOLAND G.A. INTERGROUP

MINUTES OF DECEMBER MEETING

January 21, 2004
Chairman: Steve S.

Secretary: Tom D. #2

The meeting was called to order at 7:37 PM

Readings:


Unity Program – Dan B.
Unity Program Step 1 – Bridgid J.
One Day at a Time – Linda D.
Excused Absences:


Val K., 
Pete F., Gary B., Jim N.
Review of the minutes from the December Meeting


Arch Diocese should be Archdiocese on page 2.

Motion to accept the minutes as amended.  Motion passed.
Old Business:
· Steve S. reported that we were not able to get August 8th for the picnic so it will be August 15th, which was our alternate date
New Business:
· New Meeting Reps. – Frank B. – Arlington Heights; Mike L. – Romeoville, Martha L. – Bloomingdale, Dennis G., Joliet (Monday); Diane P. – Elgin; Fred K. – Lisle; Barney S. – St. Gertrude’s; Joe R. – Bolingbrook; Dave H. – Highland and Dyer
· New Pinnings

Kathy H. presented the following pinnings for approval this month:
(new pinnings are in bold)
	Date
	Day
	Location
	Time
	Person
	Years

	1/24
	Saturday
	Spirituality Conference
	3:30 PM
	Jerry G.
	25 years GA

	1/29
	Thursday
	Oak Lawn
	8:00 PM
	Barb P.
	1 year GA

	2/9
	Monday
	Joliet
	7:30 PM
	Robert S. #1
	1 year GA

	2/15
	Sunday
	Elgin
	6:00 PM
	Kim V.

Paul H.
Betty H.
	1 year GA
1 year GA

1 year Gamanon

	2/19
	Thursday
	Lisle
	7:00 PM
	Ralph M.
Carole M.
	1 year GA
1 year Gamanon

	2/26
	Thursday
	Elk Grove Village
	7:00 PM
	Phil C.
	1 year GA

	3/15
	Monday
	Oak Lawn
	7:30 PM
	Linda S.
	1 year GA


Discussion

All pinnings approved

Elections
Elections were held for the various committees that report to Intergroup.  The results of the elections are as follows:
	Position
	Nominations accepted
	Nominations declined
	Election Results

	Secretary
	Tom D#2, Rene B.
	None
	Tom D#2 secretary and Rene B. as the back-up

	Treasurer
	Jim M.
	None
	Jim M. fills out the year left on Scott N.’s term

	Intergroup First Chair
	Jerry G.
	Brian B.
	Jerry G. as first chair

	Intergroup Second Chair
	Alan H.
	None
	Alan H. as second chair

	Pressure Relief
	Wayne B.; Gary B.
	Richard T.
	Both nominees elected

	Public Relations
	Barney S.; Gail B.
	Tom M.; Bob O.; Heidi M.
	Both nominees elected

	Internet
	Bob O.
	None
	Bob O. as chairperson

	Phone Service
	Phil S.; Rene B.
	None
	Both nominees elected

	New Meetings
	Cindy M.; Tom L.; Heidi M.
	None
	All nominees elected

	Supplies
	Sam D.; Jim D.
	None
	Both nominees elected

	Sunshine
	Linda D.; Barb J.
	Wayne B.; Patty B.
	Linda D. as chairperson; Barb J. as the back-up

	Activities
	Barb J.
	George S.
	Barb J. as chairperson

	Pinnings
	Kathy H.
	None
	Kathy H. as chairperson

	Conference Guidelines
	Alan S.; Jerry G.; Kathy H.; Bob O.
	Richard T.
	All Nominees elected

	Picnic
	Dan B.; George S.; Karen W.
	Tom L.; Bob C.; Richard T.
	All Nominees elected

	Holiday Party
	Rene B.; Kathy H.; Barb P.
	Diane L.
	All Nominees elected


Committee Reports

Pressure Relief – Scott D. reporting for John D.

There were 12 Financial Pressure Relief Meetings last month – Elgin, Bloomingdale, Romeoville, St. Charles, Joliet, Elmhurst (2), and Downers Grove (5).

Motion to accept the Pressure Relief report – Motion passed.
Public Relations – Tom M. and Frank K.

Tom reported that we had a request from the local Spanish television station for a report/interview.  Tom was able to find a member (Dennis R.) who does speak Spanish for this interview.

Frank reported that there will be a meeting in Des Plaines on January 30th from 1:30 – 3:30 where we need someone to sit at a booth and have our literature available.  It is at the Prairie Lakes Community Center.  Bob C. volunteered to do this.


Frank received a call from US99 radio but has not been able to talk with the person who called to find out what they want to do.


There was a lot of activity due to the upcoming Super Bowl:

The Herald Review (downstate paper) was talking to some of the southern meetings about compulsive gambling and this event.


The Sun Times called and is doing an article on Compulsive Gambling around Super Bowl Sunday.


Channel 2 News did an interview with Scott D. regarding the Super Bowl.  It will air after the Super Bowl on the Channel 2 News program.
Motion to accept the Public Relations report - Report accepted
Supplies – Sam D.

There was $337.49 in supplies purchased last month.  Tonight’s collection was $163.00.
Motion to accept the Supplies report - Report accepted.

Spring Conference – Gary B.

We are up to about 70 people registered for the Spring Conference.

So far, there are no pinnings scheduled for the Friday before the Conference.  Please ask your rooms in case someone wants to be pinned that night.


There will be a walk-a-thon at the Conference – details available next month.


Alan S. reported that only 37 people have signed up for rooms.  There is another foundation having a meeting that weekend and the rooms that are on hold until 2/19 will be given back to the hotel.  Please reserve a room if you are staying at the hotel.  A credit card is not needed – you only need to give your name.  The rooms are $84.00 plus tax per night.

The next Conference meetings will be Sunday, 2/8 and Sunday, 3/14, in the Butler Board Room at the Oak Brook Hills Resort, starting at 1:30 PM.


Alan S. showed the shirts that will be sold at the Spring Conference.  Prices will be $12 or $15.


Motion to cut a check for $545.60 to pay for the shirts - Motion passed.
Motion to accept the Spring Conference report - Report accepted.
Internet – Bob O.

Nothing to report.

Motion to accept the Internet report - Report accepted.
Phone Service – Phil S. and Rene B.


As of January 1st, the new phone service schedule is in effect and all positions are filled.

The phone bill was $49.67 and there were 179 calls.


Rene reported that a member had given their slot to someone else and did not contact Rene or Phil.  Please let them know if you want to give up your slot because there is already a waiting list.
Motion to accept the Phone Service report
Report accepted.
Treasurer – Gail B. and Denise M.
The collections for tonight were $42.00 for the room, $2234.80 for GA and $1268.75 for ISO.

The Spirituality Conference gave in $820.00.

Gail went through the check book activity.  Our total balance is $22,792.90.  The Special Fund transfer will occur by the next Intergroup Meeting.

Motion to reimburse Sue M. for $20.00 as a refund for the Spring Conference.  Motion passed.
Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report
Discussion:

On the Meeting summary, the collections for Arlington Heights is wrong.  Gail B. will make the correction.
Are the new meetings supposed to be submitting money to Intergroup?  If they are in attendance and depositing money, they would be on the report.
Report accepted.

Sunshine – Linda D. 

Cards are available for all pinnees.
Motion to accept the Sunshine report - Report accepted.

Activities – Barb J.

Nothing scheduled right now.  There will be new activities to talk about next month.

Motion to accept the Activities report – Motion passed.
Trustees

Bob O.

The Trustees will be meeting in a few months at the National Conference.  There is a Website that has the agenda items on it.  If anyone wants to put something on the agenda, they must contact a Trustee by the next Intergroup meeting.

Bob attended a pinning in Indiana and had a nice time.

Alan S.

Alan reiterated his plea to get people to more pinnings.

Scott D.
There are flyers available for a Mini-Conference in June in Indianapolis.

All of our meetings are self-governing and they can do what they want as long as we stay within the guidelines of GA as a whole.  If there is something that you want to change at your meeting, you are free to bring it up during the business meeting as a motion and see if the group conscience decides to change.
Last year at the Spring Conference, a member of the Illinois Gaming Board was there to self exclude people from the boats.  The same will occur this year, either before the meeting or after the meeting, but not during the meeting.  Call Scott D. if interested at 630-640-9032.

Brian B.
Brian talked about the job of the Trustees, which is to handle any issues that may come up.  Please call if you have any concerns.

Motion to accept the Trustees report

Discussion:


Do you have to have 6 months clean to be a room rep. or is it just a guideline.  It appears to be a guideline only, so if a group wanted to have someone with less than 6 months, it would be OK, unless it affected GA as a whole.

Report accepted.
New Meetings – Tom L.
Tom L. distributed a list of new meetings that are not yet on the official meeting list.  There are three meetings that are on the list.  As a reminder, a meeting has to be established for 90 days before placement on the official list.
The Downers Grove meeting is doing well.  The St. Mary’s meeting is struggling a little bit.  The Saturday meeting in Chicago is only having 1 or 2 people.  It is held in a very secure area.

There will be a new meeting in Downers Grove starting on February 7th.  It will be a regular GA meeting that will start at 11:30 – 1:30 (30 minutes after the morning open meeting.)

The prison meeting is doing pretty well.

The Medinah meeting actually has a Roselle address.

Motion to accept the New Meetings report
Discussion:

Is there an updated meeting list?  Yes, it is available on the gachicago.org website.  Steve S. indicated he would have copies available next month.

Are there any meetings that need to come off of the website meeting summary?  No.

Tom L. believes we should keep the Saturday meeting in Chicago on probation since the attendance is poor.
Is everyone aware of the difference between a regular and open meeting?  Open meetings can be attended by anyone.  Closed meetings are for compulsive gamblers only.

Who is the contact person for the new meeting in Downers Grove? Wayne B.
Report accepted.
Holiday Party – Rene B.
Rene reported the following financials for the 2003 party:

Paid admissions = $2960.00

Tax paid by Intergroup = $199.20

Scholarships = $150.00

Total Receipts = $3309.20
Total Cost = $3358.03

Net Profit (loss) = ($48.83)
Rene believes there are still a couple of payments she is expecting from members who attended but have not yet paid.  A final report will be issued next month.

The dates that are available for next year are 12/5 and 12/12.  We need to put down a deposit of $800 to reserve the room.  The food cost for this year will be $17.99 per person.  The restaurant will not reduce it to $15.00 as they did for 2003.  They will only charge $10:00 for children and it will be free for children under 3.  The various options will be reviewed by the new Holiday Party Committee.

Motion to accept the Holiday Party report - Report accepted.
Board of Regents – Arnie B.

Not present to report.
Conference Guidelines Committee – Danny M.

Not present to report.
Spirituality Conference – Jerry G.

Tom M. had to cancel as the Guest Speaker.  He will be replaced by Jake and Clara P.

We have close to 100 people who have signed up for the Conference.


Motion to accept the Spirituality Conference report – Report accepted.
Good and Welfare

Anniversary lists – Bob reported that Karen at the ISO office did not receive his original e-mail with the anniversary updates.  Since there were so many, Karen asked if she could publish them over a couple of months.  As a result, by the March bulletin, we will be caught up with anniversaries.


Mark D. (Lutheran General) had a heart attack but is doing well.


Joe P.’s sister passed away from cancer.


Bill B’s wife (Tara) passed away.  The wake will be Friday (1/23) 3:00-8:00 at the Michael’s Funeral Home in Schaumburg.

Kathy H. is moving next Thursday.

Meeting adjourned at 9:31 PM with the group joining hands and reciting the Serenity Prayer.
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