Chicagoland GA Intergroup Meeting Minutes



November 17, 2004


CHICAGOLAND G.A. INTERGROUP

MINUTES OF AUGUST MEETING

November 17, 2004
Chairman:
Steve S.
Secretary: 
Tom D. #2
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM

Readings:


Unity Program – Chuck A.
One Day at a Time – Christine K.
Unity Program Step 11 – Karen W.
Excused Absences:


Bob O., Joe R., Frank B., Jean M., Barb J., Linda C., Cindy M., Mike L., Jeff T., Myra F.
Review of the minutes from the October Meeting

Page 1 – Jerry G. was first chair, not second chair 

Page 3 – Spring Conference report – the next meeting is November 21st, not December 21st.

Page 3 – It is Firwood and not Fernwood Healthcare Facility

Page 4 – The collections were actually $2543 for GA and $1009 for ISO.


Page 5 – It is actually the Friday night Joliet Meeting, not the Monday night meeting that is temporarily moved to the basement of their hospital, not their church.


Motion to accept the minutes as amended - Motion passed.
Old Business:
Holiday closings
	Day
	Open
	Closed
	Unknown

	Thanksgiving (Thursday)
	Elk Grove, Lisle, Oak Lawn, Orland Park, Hammond
	Grayslake, St. Charles
	Kankakee, Mayfair, Rockford

	Christmas Eve (Friday)
	St. Gertrude’s, Hinsdale, Joliet, Bolingbrook
	Willa Rawls, Hoffman Estates
	

	Christmas Day (Saturday)
	Oak Park, Bartlett, Elmhurst
	Hinsdale, Libertyville, Downers Grove
	Merrillville

	New Year’s Eve (Friday)
	Hinsdale, Joliet, Bolingbrook
	St. Gertrude’s, Willa Rawls, Hoffman Estates
	

	New Year’s Day (Saturday)
	Oak Park, Bartlett, Elmhurst
	Hinsdale, Libertyville, Downers Grove
	Merrillville


New Business:
· The education room where Intergroup meets is not available on Wednesday nights next year.  We are currently scheduled for the Bates Room, which is not very big.  The other option is the cafeteria.  The education room is only available on the third and fourth Friday nights of the month.


Several people objected to the cafeteria, mainly due to the anonymity issue.

Motion to use the Bates room until we can find another location.


Discussion


The cafeteria would be bigger, at least.


Motion withdrawn


A poll was taken and a majority of those in attendance did not want to meet on a Friday


Motion to use the cafeteria until we can find a new location - Motion passed


Sandie S. agreed to look for a new meeting location.  Her number is 708-453-4459.
· New Pinnings – Kathy H. (new pinnings are in bold)
	Date
	Day
	Location
	Time
	Person
	Years

	11/19
	Friday
	Dyer, IN
	7:00 PM
	Tom K.
	1 year GA

	12/9
	Thursday
	Orland Park
	7:30 PM 
	Linda R.
	1 year GA

	12/10
	Friday
	Willa Rawls
	6:30 PM
	Virginia P.
	1 year GA

	12/13
	Monday
	Joliet
	Special Start

7:00 PM
	Tom L.
	10 years GA

	12/19
	Sunday
	Chicago Hts.
	6:00 PM
	Bruce W.
	1 year GA

	12/22
	Wednesday
	Park Ridge
	7:30 PM
	Patty B.
	5 years GA

	1/16/2005
	Sunday
	Elgin
	6:00 PM
	Jerry S.
Len I.

Linda C.
	10 years GA
10 years GA

1 year GA


All pinnings approved

· Nominations for Treasurer
This is a 2-year term to replace Jim M.  Gail B. still has 1 year left on her term.

Nominations accepted – Jim M.


Nominations declined – none

· Nominations for Chairperson

Nominations accepted – Steve S.,


Nominations declined – none
· The choir will be having a practice on Thursday, December 2nd.  They will be performing at the Holiday Party and at Firwood on December 21st.
Committee Reports

Pressure Relief – Gary B.

There were 4 financial pressure relief meetings – Arlington Hts. – 1, Downers Grove – 2, and Schaumburg – 1.

Motion to accept the Pressure Relief report
Discussion

Where can we get copies of the Pressure Relief papers? – A member had one to make copies of at the meeting

Can we put it on the website? – Not sure we should make it a public document; maybe if password protected.

Maybe we can make one copy from each room through supplies – Sam reported we can get the handbook for $1.50 per copy.  The Pressure Relief form is $1.00.  We will order a few and make sure it is what we need.

Motion passed.
Public Relations – Gayle B.



Eric Hong from Channel 7 news called and asked questions about poker and compulsive gambling.

A reporter from WSIH in Aurora has called, but so far Gayle has only been able to play phone tag with him.


A priest from the South Side of Chicago is having a conference on compulsive gambling.  We are providing some information to him.


Motion to accept the Public Relations report - Report accepted
Supplies – Jim M. and Sam D.
We spent $1181.49 in supplies, and we took in $104 at tonight’s meeting.
Motion to accept the Supplies report
Discussion
Why were the supply expenses higher this month? – We had to replenish our supply of pins.
Report accepted.

2005 Spring Conference – Gary B.

The next meeting is on November 21st.  The only open Chairperson position is for Hospitality.

You can make reservations at the hotel.

Motion to accept the 2005 Spring Conference Committee Report – Motion passed
Internet – Rick P.
No report
Phone Service – Phil S. and Rene B.


The phone bill was $50.69 and there were 198 calls.

There are no openings at this time.


Motion to accept the Phone Service report
Discussion

Any issues with responsiveness from the phone service workers? – None right now

Any idea of the male/female breakdown on our calls? – Not really; we get lots of Gamanon calls

Report accepted.
Treasurer – Gail B. and Jim M.
The collections were $2035 for GA, $618 for ISO, and $42 for the room.

We did receive $470 for Holiday Party fees and $100 for children donations.  The children donation amount is now $275.  We received a donation to cover the Holiday Party bartender.

Motion to give Rene B. the $275 that was donated for children’s gifts – Motion passed
Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report - Report accepted

Sunshine – Linda D. 

Cards are available.
Motion to accept the Sunshine report - Report accepted.

Activities – Lillian B.

No report.
Trustees Report – Rene B. reporting for all of the Trustees

 All pinnings were covered by Trustees and there is a schedule for the upcoming pinnings

The Trustees have noticed that some meetings do not have a Day at a Time book for their meetings.  It is strongly encouraged to have one available.

Motion to accept the Trustees report - Report accepted.
New Meetings – Tom L.

The Coal City meeting is officially closed.


Please bring any old Combo books for the prison meeting.

The pastor of the church used by the Chicago Hts. meeting has asked for a rent increase from $35 to $50.  The meeting does not presently have the attendance to support rent at this amount so they are looking for a new location.


Motion to raise the Chicago Hts. rent from $35 to $50 for December while the meeting members look for a new location

Discussion
What if you do not find a new place? – They are pretty sure they can find one by then

Motion passed.
Motion to make the annual $200 donation to the Bolingbrook Meeting location

Discussion

The current collection for GA is $377 through October.  If we give $200 to the church, does $177 cover their supply expenses? – The meeting is self-supporting, which applies to rent – not supplies.

Motion passed.

Motion to make a $50 donation to the St. Charles meeting facility – Motion passed

The Libertyville meeting pays $5 a week rent and gets $20 a month from Intergroup.  Since there are 4 months a year that have 5 weeks, they come up $20 short every year.

Motion to give the Libertyville Meeting $20 to cover the 5 week months – Motion passed.

Motion to accept the New Meetings report

Discussion


Does the Coal City meeting need their rent checks? – Tom L. will find out.


Motion passed

Holiday Party – Kathy H. and Rene B.
As of tonight, we have 38 adults and 16 children signed up for a total of 54 attendees.  We have guaranteed the hotel 100 guests.  Last year, we had over 200 people signed up by now.
We really need to talk this up at our meetings because our money is due next week.  It is in a beautiful room with great food and entertainment.
Motion to accept the Holiday Party report
Discussion

Did we accept walk-ups last year? – Yes, but only a few due to space limitations

Maybe we need to lower our expectations about these events.  Perhaps we have gotten too big for our own good.  Maybe we need to accept the fact that attendance at these events are down and move on.

Guaranteeing 100 people when we had over 200 last year is not overestimating the situation.

There are some meetings where events are not even mentioned during the business meeting.
Have we had many requests for scholarships? – Only one.

Motion passed
Spirituality Conference – Allen S.

The conference is scheduled for January 22, 2005 at the Wyndham Hotel in Lisle from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM and will cost $22 to attend.  Flyers are available.

Jake P. will fill in for Jerry G. as co-chair if Jerry’s health has not improved.

Jake and Clara P. will be doing a talk about spiritual steps.  There will be a few other surprise speakers.


Motion to accept the Spirituality Conference report
Discussion:
Is there a guarantee number for food? – 90 people

Do we owe them a down payment? – Not until after December Intergroup

Motion passed

Good and Welfare

Joe R.’s (Bolingbrook) wife Cindy (member of Gamanon) had surgery on 11/17

Jerry G. had a tumor removed.  He is in Stage 4 of his cancer.  His treatment will begin the end of November.  His address was provided for those who wanted to send a card.

Myra is getting around and about more than she had been


Cathy S. has had a series of heart issues over the last few months.  Her address was provided for those who wanted to send a card.

Meeting adjourned at 8:59 PM with the group joining hands and reciting the Serenity Prayer.
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